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Executive Summary
(March 2016)
As the Palestinian unrest continues, the Occupation has been enforcing further
oppressive and punitive measures to bring it to an end;
Preparations are in place for a new wave of infringements on Al-Aqsa Mosque
The Jerusalem Situation Report 2015 presents the major developments and
events that generally affected the situation in Jerusalem while also monitoring
the different actions, reactions and stances of major actors in this context, in
an attempt to foresee the future of the city in 2016 in terms of two factors: the
Occupation‘s measures and the population‘s capacity to resist and endure. The
Report describes the year 2015 as a year of resistance and uprising, yet it warns
that this unrest was accompanied by an increased aggressiveness at the level
of the Occupation Authorities in the context of Israel’s attempts to Judaize the
city and control it more tightly. This calls for the need to support the ongoing
uprising in the city to be able to achieve its goals and form a factor of political
pressure against the Occupation.
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Al-Aqsa Mosque:
An Arena of Confrontation and Resistance
The Report highlights the main developments in Al-Aqsa Mosque, which is
on its own a main target for the Occupation as its policies and practices show,
especially since the rise of the Israeli right wing –well-known for its religious
and nationalist-Zionist zeal.
The first half of 2015 was relatively calm mainly as a result of the "advice" that
Netanyahu received during his talks with the Jordanian King and the American
Secretary of State John Kerry in November 2014 in Amman, Jordan. However,
the infringements never came to a complete halt. In fact, the Occupation has
been preparing for a new round of escalation against the Mosque, starting on
the eve of the Jewish Tisha B‘Av [claimed Destruction of the Temple] when a
group of settlers broke into the Mosque, led by the Knesset member, Uri Ariel,
who also published a video on the internet calling Jews to "perform prayers at
the Temple Mount."
The Report lists a series of measures that predict the Occupation‘s ongoing
attempts to impose temporal division of the Mosque. These measures
included blacklisting a number of women and preventing them from entering
the Mosque around the same period of scheduled break-ins, which measure

4 al Quds International Institution (QII)

A Reading of the Developments and Outcomes

is still intact in 2016 for the 7th month in a row. In addition, the Occupation
Authorities outlawed the Murabitoun and Murabitat as well as the Islamic
Movement‘s northern branch in the Palestinian Territories Occupied in 1948,
which further confirms the Israeli attempts at restricting all forms of Palestinian
capacity to enter Al-Aqsa and defend it during infringements.
Measures and restrictions against Muslims in Jerusalem have been
increasing throughout the year. Very often women have been held hostages
to investigations in Israeli detention centres while others have suffered
harassment and beating at the gates of the Mosque. This, however, did not
deter the Jerusalemites but rather increased the popular rage against the
Occupation. Soon after such measures heightened, series of attacks against
Israeli soldiers and settlers started to take place. These attacks have been
ongoing, and are often performed on an individual basis in Jerusalem and
different areas of historical Palestine while the Occupation is trying helplessly
to bring them to an end.

Judaization in Jerusalem:
A Restless Israeli Quest
The Report demonstrates major developments in relation to the Israeli
Judaization project in Jerusalem where the Occupation is seeking to devoid
the city of its Arabic and Islamic identity and impose its totalitarian control
over it, thus attaining the Zionist dream of a Jewish capital in a de-facto
imposition. Regardless of all Israeli measures and attempts, Jerusalemites still
constitute 37% of the population in both eastern and western parts of the
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city, and this percentage is larger than what the Israeli Occupation Authorities
desire. Hence, Israeli oppressive measures against Jerusalemites continued
in 2015, including settlement activity. In contrary to what the Occupation
Authorities claim about freezing settlement activity, the year 2015 witnessed
the start of construction activity for more than 1800 new settlement units in
the West Bank, and public tenders were announced for 1143 units of which
583 units are located in the eastern part of Jerusalem. Moreover, the Israeli
Occupation Higher Planning Committee approved 348 units for depositing or
validation, and the number of settlers in the West Bank -including the eastern
part of Jerusalem, has increased by 55% since 2009, that is during the period
of seven years after the election of Netanyahu as the Prime Minister.
The aggressive Israeli settlement activity has been aggravated with the
continued rise in opposite emigration from Jerusalem, as an estimated
population of 6740 settlers left Jerusalem in 2014. With such estimates, it
is expected that settlement construction will be one major demand on the
priority list of the Israeli Occupation Authorities, as it furnishes for claims
related to the need to provide capacity to more Jews in the city and retain
the Jewish presence. This is also accompanied by frequent practices of
infringement against Jerusalemites including the demolition of their houses
on the claim of having no building permits. Further, the Israeli government
restored its policy of demolishing houses of Palestinians who have executed
resistance operations claiming the step to be a proactive and punitive measure
to deter other Jerusalemites and Palestinians from uprising against the Israeli
violations and oppressions - but this policy apparently did not provide the
desired outcomes for the occupation, and acts of resistance have continued.
Other practices and measures noted in the Report include ID confiscation
from Jerusalemites and wide arrests especially during the three months of
uprising towards the end of 2015. Such measures did not only target Muslim
Jerusalemites but also Christians, who suffered remarkably throughout 2015
from violations and infringements against their places of worship. These
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violations were most notable in April around Easter not to mention the
burning of churches, including the burning and vandalism acts that targeted
the historical Church of the Primacy of St. Peter in Tabgha in June.

The Jerusalem Uprising:
Knives restore the climax of resistance while
the Occupation heightens its measures
The Report presents the uprising in Jerusalem
(known as the Jerusalem Intifada) as the most
important development throughout the
course of events in 2015, as it reflected the
essence of Palestinian determinacy to resist
the Occupation and fight till the last drop in
face of the Israeli measures and policies -both
the punitive and the lucrative, that pressure
the Jerusalemites to surrender and concede.
The Report adds that this uprising
reconfirmed that the Palestinian resistance is
not about a struggle for a better quality of life or welfare or facilities or even for
a permit to pray in Al-Aqsa safely and securely, but rather an essential moral
struggle between the right and the wrong, and a firm believe that such an
Occupation is better fought with Resistance not with imploring to achieve
justice and fix what has been wronged.
More specifically the Report highlights the continued acts of resistance in the
eastern parts of Jerusalem, the clashes in different neighborhoods, the attack
against the light rail car, amongst other acts that took place during the first
nine months of 2015, rising towards the end of the year with the operations in
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Beit Furik [Nablus] and Old Town [Al-Baldah Al-Qadimah in Jerusalem], which
further fueled the resistance acts and paved the way for further operations
against the Occupation, even beyond 2015.
The Report emphasizes that the uprising in Jerusalem further proved that
resistance is the Palestinian‘s self-determination as the means to end the
Occupation, especially as it succeeded in placing Al-Aqsa Mosque back again at
the centre of attention. It was in the yards of this Mosque where the first sparks
of resistance flamed, instilling the spirit of resistance and rage towards such
violations among all Palestinian youths, including in the territories occupied in
1948 [Israel]. Facing this was an Occupation that has always acted with force,
rallying its military, political and other resources, spurring on its punitive and
inhumane measures, and not saving any effort to put an end to this uprising
including through targeted and deliberate killings, house demolitions, largescale arrests and harassment. Yet, until date, it all has fallen short of attaining
its purpose of making the Palestinians give up; as the issue of Jerusalem and
Palestine remained a national driver for the sustainment of resistance against
the Occupation.
This resistance drive has been efficient and impactful in affecting the different
Israeli sectors; and for being such, it is expected to sustain its buildup in
2016 according to the Report. As per the Report, it is the Occupation‘s
aggressions and violations that have triggered individual acts of resistance
among the Palestinians, and it is the continual of such acts on behalf of the
Occupation alongside Judaization that shall sustain the resistance liveliness
and confrontation as a natural response by the Palestinians. The variation in
resistance acts on ground between one month and another is also natural
because such acts are committed on a purely-individual non-affiliated basis.
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Arab and Islamic Positions

Under this title, the Report monitors the Arab and Islamic official and public
stances towards the developments in Jerusalem, arguing that the Palestinian
officials‘ stance in this regards has not changed but remains in a state of
powerlessness and failure to be up to the public aspirations, as it continues to
seek negotiations with the Occupation, sometimes conditionally and many a
times unconditionally; not to mention the frequent statements that threaten
-in vain- to suspend security coordination between the Palestinian Authority
(PA) and the Occupation and activate legal channels of resistance through
the International Criminal Court (ICC). Such acts on behalf of the PA confirm
unfortunately that the Palestinian officials are trying to sustain the existence of
the PA as a body with complete disregard to the Palestinians‘ national interests,
and without any intent or attempt to build up on the popular uprising as a
political card to pressure the Occupation Authorities. The Report adds that
the Palestinian factions did not fare better in this context, as their discourse
was generally similar to that of the PA, although some factions made clear
their endorsement of the resistance and tried to support it within their faction
capacity.
The Report also notes the increased retreat in the priority of the issue of
Jerusalem and the Palestinian issue more generally in the Arab and Islamic
scene, where the previously weak Arab and Islamic stances towards the
Palestinian issue have become almost negligent after the Arab spring and its
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implications. Thus said, and during 2015, there has been no rigorous effort
on behalf of any Arab or Islamic country towards supporting Jerusalem and
the Jerusalemite uprising, or towards protecting Al-Aqsa Mosque and places
of warship from violations. The barren statements of leaderships of Arab and
Islamic countries were worsened with an increased hinting at potential Arab
and Islamic bridges with the Israeli Occupation State, in what the latter has
been promoting as "Israeli coalition with Arab and Islamic countries in face of
the Iranian threat and Terrorism."

American and European Positions

The Report asserts that the apparently strained relationship between the US
President Barack Obama and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu did
not affect the good relations between the USA and the Occupation State. On
the contrary, the US military aid to Israel has been increased recently to an
annual aid of 4$ billion, and the US biased stance continued to reflect in the
official statements describing the Palestinian acts of resistance against the
Occupation‘s oppressive measures as "acts of violence" while also confirming
Israel‘s "right and duty to defend the security of its citizens." Another stark
contradiction in the American position is the bespoken condemnation of the
Israeli settlement activity as a violation of international law while providing
financial support for this settlement activity through tax deductible financing
from US "charities."
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As for the European position, the Report highlights the European Union‘s
attempts in mediating the conflict and pushing towards the two-state solution
by trying to remove the current obstacles to implementing it. The Report
describes the EU decision to label settlement products as a practical measure
related to settlement activity but it does not expect much from it as it a mere
step to notify the European consumer of the source of these products.

The future trends mapped in the Report can be
summarized as follows
1 With regards to the uprising in Jerusalem and as the Occupation
continues to struggle with its attempt to bring it to an end, it is anticipated
that the Occupation will increase its punitive and oppressive measures
[one example is what has been recently proposed by the Cabinet to
expel the families of committers of any attack and deport them to Gaza
Strip, i.e. literally imprisonment). This in turn shall increase the potential
of sustaining the uprising throughout 2016, regardless of the possibility
of witnessing future acts of stabbing and vehicle running because such
acts are restricted by the ability of individuals to trespass the strict
Israeli security measures and checkpoints. Ultimately, such security
measures, combined with the continued infringements against Al-Aqsa
Mosque, the receding horizon of any possible political solution, and the
differences at the Israeli political and security levels are but some of the
factors that are expected to further fuel the Palestinian unrest and acts
of resistance.
2 The Israeli Occupation has been increasingly discussing the 2017
celebration of the Occupation‘s "Golden Jubilee" since the Occupation of
the eastern part of Jerusalem in 1967. The Israeli Cabinet has announced
a budget of more than NIS 100 million (roughly 25$ million) to Judaize
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the al-Buraq Wall and the Israeli Minister of Culture announced that
the coming academic year will be under the theme "United Jerusalem."
All such indicators warn of an increased quest to Judaize the city and
impose further measures to tighten Israel’s grip on the city.
3

4

Al-Aqsa Mosque represents a main pillar in the Israeli Judaization
quest at the religious level, and it is anticipated that breakings into the
Mosque shall resume in 2016 at an increasingly alarming rate, especially
around Jewish festive seasons. The Report also anticipates that there
will be fierce attempts to impose some form of division on the Mosque.
In this context, the Occupation shall have a wider margin to maneuver
in light of the ban issued against the Islamic Movement‘s northern
branch in the 1948 territories, since this ban will result in decreasing
the number of Murabitoun and sit-ins in Al-Aqsa. It is also anticipated
that neighborhoods to the South of the Mosque, and especially Silwan
neighborhood, will suffer more aggressive Judaization measures
through the projected construction projects of claimed biblical sites
to the south of the Mosque, and through the expansion of settlement
organizations that are supported and authorized by Israeli official
authorities.
Although the PA wishes to resume negotiations and has expressed
its readiness for negotiating with "the party that represents the Israeli
people" on different occasions, and regardless of the EU attempts to
bring together Israeli and Palestinian negotiators to the table, it seems
unlikely that negotiations will be resumed in 2016 especially as the USA
is occupied with its presidential elections even with the fact that the
Palestinian issue is being used as a card in the race to the Presidential
elections.
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Recommendations
The Report concludes with a set of recommendations
presented to the attention of parties and authorities
concerned with the responsibility to save and protect
Jerusalem. One main recommendation is the call to embrace
the uprising of the Jerusalemites and support them to make
this uprising a step towards freedom and self-determination.
Other recommendations by the Report include:
1 Calling on the PA to halt the security coordination and collaboration with
the Occupation Authorities, or work on a gradual plan to suspend such
forms of collaboration with the Occupying power against the Palestinian
national interest; this is regardless of the helpless attempts by the PA to
promote such acts as being driven by the objective of protecting the
Palestinians. The Report urges the PA to invest in the popular uprising as
a strong card in exerting pressure on the Israeli Occupation Authorities.
2 Calling on the Palestinian factions to form Committees to support the
families of individuals who committed acts of resistance against the
Occupation; in addition to the establishment of a security network at the
social and financial levels to compensate the victims‘ families [martyrs
and detainees] for the moral and financial losses. Of equal -if not moreimportance is the need to seriously work towards bringing the internal
Palestinian strife to an end and reach an agreement that rearranges the
internal Palestinian scene; and the need to react quickly to bridge the
gap formed from banning the Islamic Movement‘s northern branch
through the facilitation and mobilization of youth and individuals to
participate in Al-Aqsa sit-ins and Ribat activities.
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3

Calling on Jordan to fully assume its responsibilities as the guardian
of the holy sites in Jerusalem, and be up to the aspirations of the Arab
and Jordanian public, in rejecting the normalization of the Occupation‘s
activities and supporting the guards of Al-Aqsa Mosque and the
Murabitoun.

4

Calling on the Palestinian youth who are leading this resistance to
innovate in expressing their right to resist this inhumane Occupation,
and to form a unified commandment that can skillfully lead the uprising,
in addition to the proper investment of social networks and social media
in exposing the Israeli violations and crimes.

5

Calling on Arab and Islamic states to support the uprising and the
families of the victims [martyrs and detainees], and halt all forms of
rapprochement, normalization and cooperation with the Occupation
no matter under what claim; and to delegitimize any form of negotiation
with the Israeli Occupation; and to empower the Palestinian society and
people to achieve independence and self-determination at all levels,
including administrative and economic levels.

The full report is available in Arabic on the following link:
http://quds.be/62b
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